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To: Easton School Committee  
From: Jeff Benson, Music Department Chair EPS 
Re: EPS Extra Curricular Music Proposal 
 
Good Evening,  
 
As part of the EPS plan for returning school, we made the decision to postpone the Fall marching band 
season until Spring 2021 pending guidelines.  We determined that the marching band program is too 
difficult to implement given the strict guidelines we must adhere to.  We will therefore be running the EPS 
Jazz Band Program at EMS and OA in the fall instead, and will also run EMS/OA Show Choir and 
Chamber Orchestra. 
 
I have been working with the Assistant Superintendent and the Superintendent of schools to come up with 
the following plan, and The Easton Board of Health has approved these activities with the following 
restrictions: 

All ensembles will be limited to 25 students. 

Chamber Orchestra (EMS/OA):  May take place indoors with proper social distancing (6 ft.) and masks 
worn at all times. There will be no sharing of instruments. There are no wind instruments or singing 
involved in the Chamber orchestras.  

 
The MA Guidance from DESE for courses requiring additional safety considerations released on 7/24 

states the following in regards to the playing of non-wind instrument playing in school: 
 

Instruction for musical instruments that do not involve air blowing (e.g., strings, percussion, piano) may 
continue indoors or outdoors as long as health and safety requirements are met. If needed, these 
instruments can be shared between students in accordance with the above guidance on shared 

equipment on page 3.  
   

Show Choir (EMS/OA):  Dance rehearsals may  take place indoors or outdoors with proper social 
distancing (6 ft.) and masks worn at all times. Singing will not be allowed at this time indoors or out, and 
will therefore take place in a virtual environment.  We will periodically review research and guidelines 
throughout the year. 
 



Jazz Band(EMS/OA):  May take place outdoors with proper social distancing (10 feet), and masks at all 
times when not playing. 
 
The MA Guidance from DESE for courses requiring additional safety considerations released on 7/24 
states the following in regards to the playing of wind instruments:  
 
For chorus, singing, musical theater, and using brass or woodwind instruments:  

● If outdoors, with masks encouraged if possible, these activities can occur with at least 10 feet 
of distance between individuals.  
  

● Note: At this time, these activities are not permitted indoors.  

These guidelines will be strictly adhered to by all ensemble members. 

In addition to the DESE guidelines, we will implement the following extra safety measures in accordance 
with the board of health and informed by guidelines published by the National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME).  NAfME guidelines were distilled from the Aerosol Study commissioned by the 
International Coalition of Performing arts. 

● MERV 13 material bell covers for all instruments (except flute). 
● Flute shields for flutes (face shield that attaches to flute headjoint). 
● No shared instruments or materials. 
● Contact tracing and attendance procedures for each rehearsal. 
● Social contract between all students and staff re:symptom checker and attendance. 

It is the hope of the Music Department that in the interest of equity between extra-curricular activities and 
offering our students equal opportunities across disciplines in this difficult time that you will allow these 
activities to take place.  Particularly in light of the fact that DESE and MIAA have approved many fall 
sports, we hope to offer a varied slate of activities to continue to generate student interest and well-being. 
It is also our hope that fully remote learners will be allowed to participate in extracurricular music.  Thank 
you for your consideration in these matters.  

 

https://www.directorsassistant.com/
https://www.fluteairshield.com/

